The liver: a pharmacologic perspective.
One of the may vital functions of the liver is the biodegradation of foreign substances. The enzyme systems responsible for this liver function are frequently the site of drug interactions, both therapeutic and detrimental. Various substances can alter these enzymes by inducing, inhibiting, or competing with them, thus affecting drug response. In most instances, the liver detoxifies and deactivates chemicals, protecting the body from their harmful effects. In some biotransformation processes, however, toxic metabolites are produced that may be injurious to liver tissue as well as other body organs and systems. The effect of alcohol on the liver is a prime example. Although significant strides have been made in recent years, much is yet to be learned concerning the effect of the liver on drugs, the effect of drugs on the liver, and the pharmacologic management of various liver diseases.